Our aims and objectives Our mission statement

e Stimulate the growth and reputation of the industry by encouraging
understanding and good working relationships amongst those

associated with pet food The amount of nutritionally related problems we

encountered 30 years ago was legion. We saw

¢ Promote pet food products which are safe, of sound nutrition, bad coats, poor teeth, poor digestion, rickets and
palatable and which offer value for money shortened life spans. This was all as a result of
¢ Promote responsible pet ownership inadequate nutrition. The widespread feeding of

prepared pet foods and advancements in these
diets has made a major difference. Pets are now
e Represent members’ views to UK and EU government living longer, healthier lives and we just don’t see

departments and enforcement authorities the nutritionally related conditions we used to.

e Raise standards in the pet food industry

e Share knowledge on issues and keep members well informed
on all industry wide matters

e Stimulate the growth and reputation of the industry by encouraging
understanding and good working relationships amongst those
associated with pet food
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Obesity in pets

Growing together through Pets and their owners T Exports
— a growing concern N

cooperation and self-governance growing older together growing again...

Pets are living longer and healthier lives through continued
advances in veterinary care and nutrition.

Health and nutrition remain a key trend in the prepared pet food sector,
with consumers increasingly focusing on high quality premium products for
their dogs, cats and other small pets. Pet foods are now available for particular
lifestages, lifestyles and even for specific breeds. “Senior” products have been
developed to meet the particular nutritional needs of elderly pets.
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And pets are good for people. Previous research by the Society for Companion Animal
Studies (SCAS) clearly demonstrated the benefits of pet ownership to families with growing
children - including the benefits of learning responsibility through care and companionship
and even through learning to cope with bereavement. More recent SCAS research has shown
the enormous value of pet ownership and contact for the elderly — and in particular those who
have lost a partner or who are in residential care. Unlike many other countries, there is no clear
UK policy on the rights of the elderly in this area. We are working with SCAS, the Blue Cross
and other organisations to foster informed debate — such as that brought to the House of
Commons by Nick Palmer MP in his private members’ 10 minute rule bill in July 2009. WSy —r—TI.

“This PFMA paper highlights the need for owners to take responsibility for our actions and to understand
the consequences of kindness. It identifies the gaps that exist in owners’ knowledge of the best methods of
keeping their animals healthy. Above all, it provides a wake up call to us all to take note of the recommended
methods of assessing their condition and to change our behaviour according to their true needs.”
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